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ordinary years. But practically much of this land is not really culti-
vable with any continuous success, especially under a rigid demand;
seasons are too fluctuating, cultivation too wretched, and the soils too
poor to allow of the lands being taken up by poor or pauper ryots
with any prospect of getting even a subsistence in all years after
defraying cultivation expenses other than those of subsistence, while in
fact about one-third of this poor land is annually fallowed. Much less
is it likely that the fixed Government demand on such lands could in
addition be punctually paid over a series of years including at least
one or two wholly bad and several indifferent seasons in ten years.
It must not be forgotten that the worst lands in cultivation can pay
no rent; that if rent is obtained by a rigid demand it must diminish
the cultivator's share, and hence that little if any profit can be got in
ordinary years, while in less favourable years it is cultivated at a loss
and is the subject of nominal and useless coercive process. It is this
poor land which in a drought such as that of 1876 is precisely that
which cannot be cultivated or yield a crop at all, and is therefore useless
and deceptive as a protection, while its surplus in ordinary years is so
small as not to permit of a serious accumulation. Hence even the
cultivation of the whole of this poor land would be no protection
against famine, or rather it would intensify it by permitting population
to increase up to a higher limit than if it did not exist, and then
failing at the pinch. It is then obvious that the " relative limit," so
far as the available area of the land is concerned, will be reached almost
irrespective of existing unoccupied waste area, and the recent famine
seems to show that that limit under present industrial and social
conditions is not far off when the population passes 1,650,000, in other
words that population much above that limit is under present conditions
redundant, and that Coimbatore is therefore liable at any moment to
famine upon a drought similar to that of 1876, which the season table
shows has not infrequently occurred earlier in the century.

As. to the second method in which the relative limit might Tbe pushed
back, viz., the development of the agricultural art, it does not appear
that there is any present hope of such a development as would enable
the limit to be put back for any appreciable period ; neither education
nor wealth, nor mental and social habits appear to admit of it. The,
effective desire of accumtdation is low, and hence the increase of repro-
ductive capital and its use in agriculture is but small This matter has
been discussed under the head of " The Ryot," " Agriculture," etc.;
progress appears to be extremely slow, and at present hardly percep-
tible ; peasant proprietors are everywhere conservative, especially when
ignorant and hereditarily confined to the custom oi their fathers as in
South India ; and while the use of JDOOBMUL excreta is wholly abhorrent
to their ideas, so that this immense aad goffioient stook of manure is
wasted, the climate, soil, and state of capital parent the aceumTilation
0f stocks of mamare to supply this waste. In none but a wealthy or
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